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impediment or restraint.    Yet even in the towns, although
some of the textile workers managed to retain their economic
independence, the majority gradually lost their independent
status.    The craftsman, while still a ' gild' artisan in the
sense that he worked on his own material, would under-
take work for a customer, and the dividing line between
' customer' and * employer' became extremely shadowy.   At
an early date there began the process of evolution, in which
the gild system was merged by easy stages into the domestic
system, where the artisan was dependent upon an employer.
Already in 1364 an Ordinance complained that dyers, weavers
and fullers refused to work on the cloths of others except at
an  excessive wage ;    and that  dyers  changed the wool,
weavers the thread, and fullers the cloth x.    It is evident
that these various classes of artisans, while they still offered
for sale their own wares, were also engaged on material given
out to them by employers.    Again in 1415 the dyers of
Coventry were charged with dyeing their own cloths with
better materials than they used for their customers' cloths 2.
In the sixteenth century (1512) an Act' against the deceitful
making  of  woollen  cloth'   repeated  the  injunction  that
walkers and fullers " shall truly walk, full, thick and work
every web of woollen yarn ", while carders and spinners were
forbidden to appropriate any of the wool delivered to them 3.
The ' deceits in the making of cloth ' could not well be
obviated, unless the clothiers had full knowledge and super-
vision of the work in all its processes.    At Coventry this
control was amply secured ;   two weavers and two fullers
made search of the weavers and fullers, and six drapers were
appointed ' to be masters and overseers of the doings of the
searchers'4.    Similarly, at Worcester the cloth trade was in
the hands of the drapers' craft, and artificers were allowed
to make cloth only for their own use,  ' but not to the
prejudice of the drapers ' ;  their influence is also seen in a
regulation compelling weavers to employ one journeyman
at least for every loom they occupied, the object clearly
1 Patent Rolls, 1364-1367, pp. 4-5.
*  Rotuli Parliamentarian, iv. 75.
8 Statutes, iii. 28.    Confirmed in 1515 : ibid. iii. 130.
*  Coventry Leet Book, iii. 656 (1518).